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COLLEGE ESSAY WHIZ
GLOSSARY OF COLLEGE TERMS

Academic calendar

The scheduling of events over the course of the academic year.

Academic Year

Colleges may divide their academic year into four 10-11 week quarters, two
17-18 week semesters, or three trimesters of about three months each.

Acceptance Letter

A formal acknowledgment from a college that a student has been admitted.

College-sponsored events held on campus or other locations for admitted

Accepted Candidates' . : : :
P S students to become familiar with the college in order to make an informed
y decision.
Admission Getting accepted into a college.

ACT (American College
Test)

A standardized college admissions test with four main sections: English, math,
reading and science. It is scored on a scale of 1 to 36. It also has an optional
writing section scored from 1 to 12. It has the same college admissions value
as the SAT. Starting in April 2025, the online test was shortened and the
science section became optional.

Admission Rate

The percentage of applicants who are admitted to a particular college.

Advanced Placement (AP)

College-level courses that can be taken in high school. Students take an AP
exam at the end of the course to demonstrate knowledge and may gain
college credit.

Alumni (plural), Alumna
(female singular), Alumnus
(male singular):

Graduates/graduate of an educational institution.

Awarded to students who have received a grade of 3 or higher on 3 or more

AP Scholar
AP exams on full-year courses.
AP Scholar with Awarded to students who have received an average grade of 3.5 and a score
Distinction of 3 or higher on 5 or more AP exams on full-year courses.

AP Scholar with Honor

Awarded to students who have received an average grade of 3.25 and a score
of 3 or higher on 4 or more AP exams on full-year courses.

Apply undeclared,
undecided or exploratory

To apply to a college or university without declaring a major or specific
interest.
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Articulation Agreement

An agreement between two-year and four-year colleges that makes it easier
to transfer credits between them. It spells out which courses count for degree
credit and the grades you need to earn to get credit.

Associate of Arts (AA)

A two-year college degree given by community colleges after a prescribed
course of study has been completed.

Audit

To attend a class without taking tests or receiving grades or credit.

Bachelor’s Degree

A degree granted to an undergraduate for completing all necessary credits,
including Bachelor of Arts (BA), Bachelor of Science (BS), and Bachelor of Fine
Arts (BFA).

The tax year, usually two years before the enrollment year, whose data

Base year determines eligiblity for need-based financial aid via the FAFSA form and CSS
profile.
: For Florida residents: A Florida state-funded scholarship program for public
Bright Futures

colleges and universities in Florida.

Candidates Reply Date
Agreement (CRDA)

Once students are accepted, many colleges give them until May 1 to accept
or decline offers of admission. This gives students the opportunity to make an
informed decision.

Capstone projects

A project or senior exhibition that serves as a culminating academic and
intellectual experience for students during their final year of high school.

Class rank

A measurement that indicates a student's academic standing out of the total
number of students in the class. This is rarely used officially in high schools.

Co-operative program

Offered by some colleges, an on-the-job practical experience or training
program often related to a student's major.

Coalition for
College/Scoir

The Coalition application, previously a separate platform, is now integrated
with Scoir, a platform designed to connect students, counselors, and colleges.

College Application Essay
(Personal statement)

The Common Application requires an essay of no more than 650 words in
answer to one of seven prompts. The essay should provide insight into the
student's level of writing, interest, character and ability to do college work.

College Board or College
Entrance Examination
Board (CEEB)

The organization that administers the PSAT, SAT, and AP tests.
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College Fair

A large gathering of college admissions representatives who speak with
prospective applicants, answer questions and give out materials. It is usually
sponsored by NACAC all over the country as well as virtually.

College Interview

Usually optional, this is a meeting between an admissions representative or
graduate of a college and an applicant to discuss the student's qualifications,
ask and answer questions about the college. It is sometimes informational and
occasionally evaluative.

College Major

An academic subject that will be the student's primary focus in coursework.
Some colleges suggest that students indicate on their application what their
major fields of interests will be; during college, students may change majors
but will eventually have to commit to or "declare" a major.

College Minor

An academic subject that a student may study as a secondary concentration.

College Rankings

Evaluations of colleges based upon a wide range of criteria.

College Representative

An admissions officer assigned to a particular high school, city or geographic
area. This person is very likely to be a reader of a student's application.

College-level high school
courses

Dual-enrollment courses taught in high school but with a college curriculum;
they may provide both high school and college credit.

Common Application

An online application for admission that is accepted by over 1100 universities
in the US, Canada and abroad. It is linked to each school's specific
supplement, which asks for additional information including essays and short
answers.

Common App Additional
Information

In the essay portion of the application, an opportunity to write about
additional issues, information, and/or qualifications that are not clearly
delineated in other parts of the application.

Common App Dashboard

A section of the Common App for students to list the names of the colleges
they are applying to; it links to specific information about each school. It
allows for a maximum of 20 schools.

Common App Direct
Admissions

A list of schools that offer direct admission to first generation and/or
low/middle income students. If students qualify, the list will pop up on the
Dashboard.

Community College

A two-year college that offers both academic and vocational programs, as
well as transfer programs in which a student may transfer to a four-year
college.

Community Service

Work performed by a student without compensation for the benefit and
betterment of the community.
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Composite score

The average of the four subject scores from one ACT test attempt. On the
SAT, a composite score is the total score you received on all required
sections, calculated by adding together your Math score with your Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing Test score.

Consortium colleges

A group of colleges such as the Five College Consortium (Amherst,
Hampshire, U Mass Amherst, Mt. Holyoke, and Smith) and the Claremont
Colleges (Claremont McKenna, Harvey Mudd, Pitzer, Pomona and Scripps)
that offer joint academic programs, cross-registration, and shared programs.

Core curriculum

A specific set of required courses that students in a college or university must
take and pass in order to graduate.

Core subject teachers

Teachers who instruct high school students in courses considered the
foundation of education, mainly math, English, foreign language, social
science, and science. Many colleges prefer that academic evaluations
(recommendations) should be provided by core subject teachers.

Cost of Attendance

What it costs to attend a specific college, including tuition & fees, room &
board, books, transportation, personal and other necessary expenses.
Calculating this cost helps to determine how much financial aid will be needed
to attend a specific college.

Course Rigor

The level of difficulty of your coursework. Colleges consider whether you are
taking demanding classes and whether you have attempted to increase the
rigor of your program over your high school years.

Credit (Semester, quarter,
trimester hours)

A unit representing one hour of class per week for one quarter, one semester
or one trimester.

CSS profile (College
Scholarship Service)

A form that must be filled out in addition to the FAFSA form. Available in
October of senior year, it is found on the College Board website and is used
by approximately 250 to 400 schools to determine eligibility for institutional,
need-based aid.

Cumulative record

A complete record of all the courses a student has taken and grades received
over the course of the high school career.

Deferral

An action taken by colleges for both Early Action and Early Decision
applications in which they postpone making an admissions decision about an
application until the regular admission cycle.

Demonstrated Interest

A student’s level of interest and commitment to attending a particular college.
It can be shown by virtual or actual visits, participation in webinars, following
the college's social media posts, contact with admissions officers, and
responses to essays about why a student wants to attend a particular school.
Some colleges track how much interest is shown; others do not consider it at
all.
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Demonstrated need

The difference between a family's financial contribution as shown on the
Expected Family Contribution form and the total cost of attending a college.
Many colleges will indicate what percentage of demonstrated need they will
meet.

Denial of admission letter

A formal acknowledgment by a college that a student has not been admitted.

Distribution requirements

Courses required by a college or university in order to graduate.

Early Action Single Choice
(Restricted Early Action)

Certain colleges offer a non-binding early admission option (as opposed to
Early Decision, which is binding). The student may not apply to any other
early program. The student, parent and high school counselor must sign a
statement that agrees to that stipulation. After you receive the school’s
decision of acceptance, deferral, or denial, you may apply to other schools.

Early Action (EA)

An application option that allows students to apply by a specific deadline
(usually in early to mid-November) and receive a non-binding admission
decision between December and January. Students may apply to any schools
that offer the EA option. If accepted, the student has until May 1 to decide
whether to attend. If deferred, students may agree to be considered in the
regular decision pool.

Early Decision (ED)

The student submits an application usually by November 1 - November 15
with the intention of attending if admitted. You can apply ED to only one
school, which will render a decision by December or January. When applying
ED, the student, parents, and school counselor sign a statement on the
application which is binding. If accepted, the student must attend that school
and withdraw all applications to other schools. If you are deferred or rejected
from your ED choice, you may opt to apply to another college ED Il, which
has a later application deadline, usually in January.

Educational Opportunity
Program (EOP)

A counseling, academic support and financial aid program offered to in-state
residents by some states and public colleges to help low-income and first
generation college students succeed in college. (A student is first generation if
neither parent went to college.) They are available in systems including the
New York SUNY system and the University of California system.

Educational Testing
Service (ETS)

A private non-profit testing and assessment organization affiliated with the
College Board.

Elective

A high school or college course that is not required but demonstrates an area
of interest outside core classes.

Expected Family
Contribution (EFC)

The amount of college costs a family is expected to pay for one year of
college as determined by information provided to FAFSA. It is a measure of a
family’s financial strength calculated according to a formula established by
law.
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Extracurricular activities

Any formal or informal involvements pursued by students outside the
classroom including clubs, sports, volunteer and/or paid work, hobbies, travel,
artistic or musical interests, etc.

FAFSA (Free Application
for Federal Student Aid)

A financial aid form provided by the federal government that is required by
most colleges and universities of students seeking scholarships, grants, loans
or work-study jobs. FAFSA should become available in the fall of senior year
of high school.

Fair Test (The National
Center for Fair & Open

A non-profit organization that keeps detailed, updated lists of standardized
testing policies of colleges, especially in terms of test-optional.

Testing)
An exemption from paying a college application fee. A student whose
Fee waiver household income is at or below 150 percent of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines at the time of filing may qualify.
Money given or loaned to a student to help pay for college; it can come from
Financial Aid Y8 P bay 5

federal and state governments, colleges, and private organizations.

FSA ID (Federal Student

The user name and password that a dependent student and parent must set

Aid ID) up to sign the FAFSA electronically.
A year of experiential learning including service, career exploration, travel and
Gap year work that some students take between high school graduation and their first

year of college.

General Educational

For adults who did not complete high school, an opportunity to qualify for a
high school equivalency certificate. They may take a series of tests that will

Development (GED , ,
el ( ) indicate whether or not they have a high school level of education.
A number that represents a student's final grades at the end of each year or
GPA (Grade Point all four years of high school. It can be unweighted, which means the grades
Average) are taken at face value, or weighted, which gives extra points for advanced

courses like AP classes

Graduate student

A student studying at a university for a post-undergraduate degree such as a
Master's or Ph.D.

Greek system

Refers to fraternities and sororities on a college campus; most of these
organizations use Greek letters to identify them.

Holistic Review

A combination of qualifications in addition to grades used by colleges in order
to evaluate a candidate for admissions including essays, extracurricular
activities, and letters of recommendation.

Honors courses

Advanced courses (not as challenging as AP or college-level courses) taken by
high school students.
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Humanities

Relating to courses offered in the study of art, philosophy, foreign languages,
religion and literature.

Impacted major or
program

A college major or program that has more students interested in applying than
that program has space to accommodate. Often, applicants may need to
indicate an alternative major as well. Also known as Limited Enrollment
Program (LEP)

Independent counselors

Private, paid counselors who provide high school students with admissions
information, advice and coaching.

Instant Decision

An admissions process offered by a few colleges for high school seniors to
send in their applications, visit the campus for a day, participate in interviews,
and receive an admissions decision at the end of the day.

Interdisciplinary major

Often created by students, a major that combines or crosses departments
such as psychology and art or economics and political science.

International
Baccalaureate (IB)

An internationally recognized, highly academic program started in Switzerland
that has a combination of higher level and standard level courses with an
emphasis on writing and developing critical-thinking skills.

International student

A student applying to a U.S. school who lives outside the U.S., does not hold a
U.S. passport or green card, or is not a permanent resident of the U.S.

Ivy League (or the lvies)

A group of colleges in the northeastern part of the U.S., considered the most
prestigious in the country: Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard,
the University of Pennsylvania, Princeton and Yale.

Language requirement

A requirement by some colleges to take a minimum number of foreign
language classes and/or pass a foreign language test in order to graduate
from the college.

Legacy

A college applicant who has a relative (parent and/or grandparent) who
graduated from a specific college, which sometimes gives the student
preference in consideration for admissions.

Letter of Continued

An applicant who is deferred or placed on a wait list may choose to write a
letter to inform the college or university that you are still interested in

Interest (LOCI) attending; you may add new information as well. Check with the schools to
learn if they will accept such a letter.
Evaluations written and submitted to colleges by high school counselors,
Letters of

Recommendation

teachers and other people who are qualified to write on behalf of high school
students.

Liberal arts (arts and
sciences)

Academic courses that include humanities, social sciences, natural sciences,
mathematics, foreign languages and the arts.
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Master's Degree

An academic degree earned by students after completing at least one year of
specific coursework beyond a bachelor's degree.

A school that will place a candidate's qualifications solidly in the mid-range of
the average admitted student population. The student's academic credentials

Match School are competitive, allowing for a good chance of being admitted. This is not a
guarantee of acceptance but gives you some confidence that you have a good
chance. (See also Target School.)

The 25th-75th range of SAT or ACT scores for a college; the middle 50% of
Median scores achieved by a college's most recent freshman class, used by applicants

to determine whether to submit their own scores.

National Hispanic
Recognition Program

|dentifies outstanding Hispanic high school students based on PSAT scores
and their achievements and shares information about these academically well
prepared students with subscribing colleges and universities.

A software program used by high school counseling departments to help

Naviance students through the college process, including linking college choices,
student records, counselor and teacher recommendations.
NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association) member institutions are
NCAA Division sports |divided into three divisions: Division |, I, and lll. The purpose of the divisions

Is to create parity and a more level playing field in intercollegiate sports.

NCAA Eligibility Center

A place to create an account for high school student athletes who hope to
qualify for NCAA Division | or Il sports for certification for eligibility.

Need-blind admissions

A policy of a particular school that does not take into account a student's
ability to pay in making admissions decisions.

Net Price Calculator
(NPC)

A tool available on a college’s or university’s website for prospective
candidates to estimate the actual price of attending a specific college or
university. The students enter information about themselves to find out what
students like them paid to attend the institution in the previous year, after
taking grants and scholarship aid into account.

Official Scores

Scores sent directly from a testing company to a college in addition to self-
reported scores. Some colleges require them to be sent as part of an
application; others will ask for them as verification after a student is accepted
and decides to attend.

Online application

Applying to a college by filling out an application that is sent electronically to
the college.

Open admission

A college policy that will permit any student with a high school diploma to be
admitted, usually available at community colleges in the U.S.
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An option available at some colleges in which a course may be taken without

Pass-fail
the pressure of a letter grade.

An opportunity to join a program to be trained as a mentor/role model who
Peer leadership will then guide other students in dealing with their problems, making
decisions, and developing skills.

An additional part of the application to showcase talent in a particular area,
Portfolio usually in the arts, but also in some cases in architecture or engineering. Most
colleges provide a portal to a form of technology called Slideroom.

Courses, test scores, and/or grade level that a student must complete before

Prerequisites : : .
. being allowed to take certain specific courses.

When a college sets a date by which applications given the most
Priority Date or Deadline | consideration must be received. This date precedes these colleges' Regular
Decision deadlines.

Higher institutions that are supported primarily by their own endowment

Private colleges and " : : : .
: funds and students' tuition fees while public colleges and universities are

universities
funded by the state government.
A preliminary and shorter version of the SAT meant to prepare students for

PSAT taking the SAT (or ACT). It also serves as the National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (NMSQT): Students who obtain a certain score on the PSAT
may qualify for National Merit Scholarships.
Public colleges Higher education institutions supported by state funds and taxes.

A national college match program that offers a college and scholarshi

Questbridge 5 Prog 5 P

application process for low-income students.

A college or university with criteria significantly above the level of an
applicant's qualifications; it most likely also has a selective admission process
(less than 30 percent of applicants admitted). Therefore, a student's chances
of being accepted to a "reach school" must be viewed realistically.

Reach school

An exceptional student athlete who is recruited by one or more college
Recruited athlete coaches to be a member of a college athletic team; usually requiring or
suggesting Early Action or Early Decision applications.

The college official who registers students for school and courses; often

Registrar . . C . :
s responsible for keeping permanent records and maintaining student files.

An application option that is not bound by early criteria or dates; usually due
in January and allows applicants to send grades and information about
achievements from first semester of senior year. Decisions are usually made
by mid-April.

Regular Decision
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Rejection letter

When a college informs an applicant that he or she has not been accepted for
admission.

Reserve Officers' Training

A military training program available at some colleges that results in an
military officer commission and a minimum post-college military obligation.

Corps (ROTC , ,
ps ( ) ROTC often includes a scholarship that pays part or full college costs.
A college student personnel officer, graduate or upper-class student who lives
Resident adviser (RA) |in a dormitory to support and advise the dorm residents. Often that student

receives a stipend or financial assistance in room and board.

Residential college

A living/learning community within a college housed in one residence that
offers special academic and/or themed programs to its residents.

Review and Submit

The final step in the process to send an online college application to a specific
school; students must read over and make corrections to the entire
application as it will be seen by an admissions officer. After reviewing, the
student follows the steps to submit and then pay the fee for the application.
After this step, any changes must be made by contacting Admissions.

Rolling Admissions

Applicants can submit their applications and required credentials to a school
as soon as possible; the college will consider your application on a first-come,
first-served basis from early fall until late spring or when the entire freshman
class is filled.

Room and Board

The fees charged by a college for a dorm room (or other living facility) and
meals during the school year.

A college whose average accepted candidates have qualifications that place
an applicant comfortably above average. That gives the candidate the security

Safety School ,

AL S of most likely being accepted, perhaps a 75-90% chance. Colleges at which

you have a 75% or better chance of being admitted.
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude The College. Board’s standardi.z.ed college admission test. It features Evic}ence-
Test) Based Reading, Math, and Writing/Language. It is scored on a 1600-point
scale. As of 2021, the optional Essay section has been discontinued.
No longer offered as of 2021, these were hour-long College Board
standardized tests formerly known as SAT Il tests (and Achievement tests)
SAT Subject Test used to demonstrate proficiency or knowledge in specific subject areas

including English, History and Social Studies, Mathematics, Science and
Languages with a possible perfect score of 800 each.

School-specific Essay
Supplement

Additional essays that are required or suggested by specific colleges or
universities with specific prompts that give applicants an opportunity to add a
unique dimension to their qualifications, interests, writing style, or mindset.
Often, a college will ask why you wish to attend or what you hope to study.
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Sections of Common App or the Coalition App that include questions from
School-specific sections |specific colleges or universities. This section will be reviewed and submitted
by applicants with the Common App.

A score reporting option used by the College Board which allows students
who have taken the SAT more than once to choose which test date for the
SAT to submit to colleges, rather than sending scores from every time they've
taken the exam.

Score Choice

Students may fill in information about the standardized test scores they wish
Self-report to report on the application. Students do not need to send formal score
reports unless the college requires it.

Self-Reported Academic | Approximately 40 colleges and universities require that applicants record and
Record (SRAR) and Self- |submit courses, grades, and test scores instead of official transcripts. Check

Reported Student individual schools and their deadlines. Students need to create an account,
Academic Record (SSAR) [submit the report and link it to each participating school.

Services for Students with | A special program offered by the College Board and ACT to request and
Disabilities (SSD) manage testing accommodations for students with disabilities.

An online platform for schools or other institutions to receive applications
Slideroom with digital portfolios. This allows applicants to easily include images, videos,
music, or any other media they've created, along with their application.

College courses in such subject areas as anthropology, economics, political

Social sciences , ,
science, psychology and sociology.

The status of a second-year student. A college may grant sophomore standing
Sophomore standing to incoming freshmen who have earned college credits through courses,
exams or other programs.

Any interest, sport, art and/or activity in which a student has demonstrated

Special talent . ,
unusual ability, talent or achievement.

Colleges and universities often require students to take and submit scores of
Standardized testing standardized tests; other schools are test-optional or test-blind. The

requirements requirements can be found on the individual college's website or on the
Requirements grid of Common App.

A test that is administered and scored in a consistent or standard manner so
Standardized testing: |that colleges can compare student achievement; tests include the SAT, ACT
and AP tests.

A form sent to a student and family after filing the FAFSA form indicating

Student Aid Report (SAR
udent Aid Report (SAR) what the expected family contribution is likely to be for college costs.
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This contains key, personal information for every applicant at a college and
allows you to update contact information, monitor application status, upload
and track documents, and view the decision on the application.

Student portal (College
Applicant Portal)

Federal loans that must be repaid which students borrow directly from the
U.S. Department of Education at participating schools. Subsidized loans go to

Subsidized and eligible undergraduate students who demonstrate financial need;
Unsubsidized Loans unsubsidized loans go to eligible undergraduate, graduate and professional
students, without having to demonstrate need. The FAFSA must be filed to be
considered for either.

The average of your best standardized test scores from each subject from
multiple test attempts. Your Superscore is never lower than a single
Superscore composite score. Rather than confining your scores to one particular date,
these schools will take your highest section scores, forming the highest
possible composite score.

Recommendations written by people who know an applicant in areas other
than the classroom such as club advisors, coaches, clergy, family members or
employers.

Supplementary
recommendations

Target School See Match school.

A graduate student who teaches undergraduate courses at a university,

Teaching Assistant (TA : . :
g (TA) and/or holds small discussion sections for a professor's large lecture class.

A college that will not accept standardized test score submissions from any

Test-blind , ,
applicant to their school.

Colleges that do not require SAT or ACT scores for admission or de-
emphasizes the importance of standardized test scores in the admissions
process. Students have the option to decide whether to submit their scores to
individual schools based on a variety of factors.

Test-Optional

TOEFL (The Test of A test colleges require for those who come from countries whose official
English as a Foreign language is not English, in order to determine English language proficiency. It
Language) is offered by ETS (Educational Testing Service).

An official record of a student's high school courses taken, grades received,
Transcript and other information sometimes including class rank and attendance record;
it is required by colleges as part of your admissions criteria.

A student who applies to and enrolls in a four-year college after having
Transfer Student completed community college or who decides to switch to a different college
for academic, personal or financial reasons.
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The cost for each credit hour of enrollment, not including books, fees, or
room and board. Tuition for each college depends on a range of factors
including resident or out-of-state status, undergraduate or graduate courses,
and whether the institution is publicly or privately financed.

Tuition

In college application process, students of African-American, Native
American, Hispanic/Latinx, Alaskan Native, Native Hawaiian / Other Pacific
Islander backgrounds.

Under-represented
minority

A student who is in the process of completing a four-year educational

Undergraduate : L
8 program leading to a bachelor's degree at a college or university.

The list of applicants who may be admitted to a college if space becomes
available. Colleges wait to hear if all the students they accepted decide to
Waiting List attend. If there are empty spots, a college may fill them with students from
the waiting list. This may happen any time from the spring through the late
summer before freshman year of college.

A program that provides part-time work to students, usually in their area of

Work-stud . L L
v iInterest, as a part of their financial aid package.

The percentage of accepted applicants who actually enroll in a college

Yield rate
compared to the number of acceptances offered.

A social media platform designed to allow college applicants to add videos,
photos, texts, posts and stories to show unique dimensions of their lives,
ZeeMee interests and experiences. Students may add a link to the Common or
Coalition applications for any schools that are interested in viewing their
ZeeMee app.

[ECA e
=" Heca NACAC

INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION College Admission Counseling
CONSULTANTS ASSOCIATION cONSULTANTS ASSOCIATION



